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General Information and Field Trip Ideas 
 

 
Virginia's western counties had little in common at 
the outset of the war with the populous and 
politically powerful section of the state east of the 
mountains. Opposed to secession, political leaders 
from the west distanced themselves from Virginia's 
decision to leave the Union. The rift was so great 
that the western counties themselves seceded - 
from the rest of the state. West Virginia became 

the 35th state on June 20, 1863. By then, the state was in firm 
Federal control. Harpers Ferry is one of the most well known sites for 
Civil War enthusiasts. 
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Call 1-888-681-5333 
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