
THE CIVIL WAR AT SEA 
THE MERRIMAC AND THE MONITOR 

One day in August of 1861, a cantankerous man in New York wrote a long letter 
to the President. He was John Ericsson, a brilliant inventor. The “writer,” the letter 
said, offers to construct a vessel for the destruction of the Rebel fleet at Norfolk. 
He wanted no pay, it would be his contribution. 
 
The letter went unanswered, and Ericsson fumed. He had heard rumors that the 
Confederates were converting a fifty-gun steam frigate, the Merrimac, into an 
ironclad of revolutionary design. This would allow the Confederates to destroy 
the Union Navy. 
 
However, it took Cornelius Scranton Bushnell, a Connecticut manufacturer’s  
interest to make the Union’s own ironclad, the Monitor a reality. This happened 
just in time. The Merrimac on her first attack burned one Union ship, sank 
another, and drove a third aground. March 9, 1862, the day following the 
Merrimac’s first attack, the Monitor met the Merrimac for their one battle at 
Hampton Roads. 
 
Highlights Include: 

• Sights in the Newport News and Hampton Roads area.  
• Skiffes Creek Redoubt 
• Battle of Lee’s Mill 
• Casemate Museum at Fort Monroe,  
• Virginia War Museum, 
• The Battle of Dam #1 in Newport News 
• Lee Hall Mansion 
• Endview Plantation. 
• The Monitor Center 
• Historian/Guide 
• Civil War Dinner with entertainment at the Boxwood Inn. 

 
Call Civil War Tours.net 

1-888-681-5333 


